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Summary and Recommendation: 
 
As part of the process of seeking a Development Consent Order (DCO) for a Nationally Significant 
Infrastructure Project (NSIP), it is necessary for an applicant to consult with the Council to enable 
consideration of a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC). 
 
This consultation is about the process of community engagement. It is not about commenting on 
the detail of the proposed development itself. 
 
National Grid have prepared a second draft SoCC which sets out the statutory pre-application 
consultation that National Grid intends to carry out on their proposals for the project and how 
people can comment on and influence its development prior to an application for development 
consent being made to the Secretary of State. 
 
This revised draft SoCC reflects feedback from the Planning Performance Agreement (PPA) group 
during consultation on the original draft version of the SoCC.  This previous draft SoCC was the 
subject of consultation with the Council. 
 
The SoCC will then become a public document which will be consulted on as part of National Grid’s 
stage 3 statutory public consultation anticipated to begin in autumn 2016. 
 
Members of the panel are requested to consider the submitted statement, and the response 
which the Council would make to National Grid in respect of the North West Coast Connections 
Project. 
 

 
  



1.0 Introduction 
 

1.1 The North West Coast Connection (NWCC) project, led by National Grid, seeks to provide a 

connection for the development of the new Moorside nuclear power station, providing up to 

3.4GW of electricity, on land adjacent to the existing Sellafield Site.  

1.2 The NWCC project is a major infrastructure development, which will affect most of Cumbria, and 

comes under the Planning Act 2008 development consent regime for Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). The project will be subject to a Development Consent Order (DCO) 

application to the Secretary of State. 

1.3 Under the regulations National Grid must prepare a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC) 

and implement consultation on their proposed project in line with that statement. The SoCC 

provides a framework for the community consultation and is designed to ensure that effective 

pre-application consultation is carried out.  

1.4 Stage 1 of the NWCC project non-statutory ‘strategic options’ public consultation ran for 12 
weeks from 4 September until 28 November 2014 and outlined National Grid’s proposals to 
connect and export the electricity that will be generated by the proposed Moorside development. 
 

1.5 The feedback received during this consultation, together with the findings from environmental 
and technical studies, helped National Grid select which route corridor to take forward to the 
next stage of the development process. 

 

1.6 In autumn 2015, National Grid undertook a second series of community events during a non-
statutory ‘route alignment’ public consultation giving members of the public the opportunity to 
learn more about how National Grid was shaping the NWCC proposals.   

 

1.7 National Grid intends to conduct a stage 2 statutory public consultation in autumn 2016.  
Members of the public will be asked to provide their views on the route the new connection will 
take; the specific technologies proposed to build the connection; the methods proposed to lessen 
the impact of a new connection and any other issues the community feel is important.   

 

1.8 The stage 2 statutory public consultation will be the last consultation on the project before 
National Grid makes its DCO application.  It is the final chance for the public and interested parties 
to make their views known and to influence the project design.  

  
1.9 The nature of the proposals is not a matter for consideration here.  There will be opportunity for 

the Council to formalise its views on the development proposal during the consultation period. 
 

  



2.0 Purpose of the Report 
 

2.1 Prior to submission of the application for a DCO the applicant is required to consult statutory 
parties, including the Council, over its intended approach to consultation over its proposals 
leading up to the submission of the DCO application.  The Council has 28 days to respond.  
 

2.2 This report provides a summary of comments made to the draft SoCC before the anticipated 
formal stage 2 consultation begins in September 2016, and does so within the statutory 28 day 
period for responses to be submitted. 
 

2.3 Appendix 1 details the Council’s original response (in the form of annotated comments within the 
PPA Group’s response report) to the previous draft SoCC of March 2016 whereby a number of 
comments and amendments were put forward by the Council, as part of the PPA Group, and 
presented back to National Grid on 7 April 2016 in a report titled ‘PPA Group Authorities 
Response to National Grid’s NWCC Draft SoCC’.  The PPA Group (consisting of Cumbria and 
Lancashire local authorities including the LDNPA) is working with National Grid to ensure that 
local people are fully informed about the project and have the opportunity to give their views 
during the consultation process. 
 

2.4 In light of these comments made in March/April National Grid suggested that there was a limit to 
the extent to which changes can be made to the SoCC ahead of issuing the final draft documents 
for the statutory consultation which was originally due to commence in June 2016.  National Grid 
therefore provided a ‘register of issues’ to ensure all comments were documented and not lost.  
This register accompanies the issue of the current draft SoCC and includes National Grid’s 
response to each of the issues raised stating whether or not the SoCC would be changed as a 
result of the comments put forward.  
 

2.5 A copy of the current draft SoCC (June 2016) for PPA consultation in anticipation of the formal 
consultation to begin in autumn 2016 is provided as a background paper. 

 

3.0 Key Issues 
 
3.1 From the record of the Council’s previous comments made to the draft SoCC (March 2016) (refer 

to Appendix 1) some comments have been incorporated into the revised draft SoCC to some 
extent however, there remain a significant number of issues that need to be addressed.   

 
3.2 There are also some suggestions made by the PPA group as a whole that have not been 

incorporated into the draft SoCC as National Grid consider that there is no requirement for 
further change of the SoCC (refer to Appendix 2).   As such, the Council and PPA Group’s original 
objections still stand.   The paragraphs below outline the Council’s previous comments that 
remain (in some cases partially) unresolved. 

 

3.3 The Council recommended a clear explanation of the NWCC project’s relationship with Moorside 
and the NSIP process.  A sentence has been added on NSIPs yet it is felt that this needs to be 
elaborated upon further still in order to make the relationship clear to the reader. 

 

3.4 The Council recommended a more detailed explanation of the examination process and 
community engagement in that process along with information on the involvement of local 
authorities.    The draft SoCC does include an explanation of the planning process involved yet 
with no mention of community involvement or the involvement of local authorities.   



 

3.5 The Council recommended an additional paragraph on how people can access job opportunities 
and how NWCC is working with local businesses.  No such detail has been added to the draft SoCC 
other than providing press releases to the business community. 

 

3.6 The Council recommended the addition of a glossary in the SoCC and although a glossary has 
been added it remains incomplete as there are acronyms appearing in the draft SoCC that are not 
referenced in the glossary. 

 

3.7 The Council recommended that a paragraph on other current consultation should be added to 
the SoCC to help provide distinction between and awareness of separate consultations processes 
to the NWCC project, including the Council’s Site Allocations and Policies Plan consultation 
anticipated to winter 2016/2017.  A paragraph has been added on NuGen Moorside’s current 
consultation only. 

 

3.8 There are a number of comments made by the PPA Group that are related to the Council’s own 
comments with the key concerns being the connection to other consultation taking place 
separate to the NWCC project consultation; how consultation feedback will be used and; the 
inclusion of information on previous mitigation relating to, for example, the Duddon tunnel, in 
the s42 consultation enabling the public to comment on these also. 

 

4.0 Conclusions  
 

4.1 While it is noted that the revised draft SoCC (June 2016) details a number of improvements since 
the original draft SoCC issued in March 2016, there are a significant number of issues that still 
need to be addressed to ensure that the SoCC constitutes a robust consultation document, as 
required under Section 47 of the Planning Act 2008 for Nationally Significant Infrastructure 
Projects. 

 
4.2 The key points to be made in the response to the draft SoCC concern the connection to other 

consultation taking place separate to the NWCC project consultation; how consultation feedback 
will be used and; the inclusion of information on previous mitigation relating to, for example, the 
Duddon tunnel, in the s42 consultation enabling the public to comment on these also. 

 

4.3 The current draft SoCC (June 2016) is provided as a background paper.  Appendix 1 includes the 

previous PPA Group response to the original draft SoCC (March 2016) with the Council’s 

comments appearing in annotated form within the response.  Appendix 2 is a copy of National 

Grid’s ‘register of issues’ capturing all PPA comments made along with National Grid’s response 

to those PPA comments made.  
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